
An (e)co-creation lab was launched in the primary school
in Buzet town, uniting 19 students from 5th and 6th grades
in the effort to ‘upgrade’ their school grounds. They
planted trees around the school to make their
environment more green, suggested introducing having
lunch outdoors to improve student wellbeing, and are now
planning to plant a large garden that all students will
tend to together, growing produce that can be used in
school meals.

The pupils are carrying on with the work in the new school
year and are planning to address the city mayor during a
traditional Children’s Week meetup in their town. They are
also working towards closer collaboration of the school
with the local businesses, as they will be raising funds
locally to help embellish the school yard further.

SCHOOLS’ ACTIONS
The Beginning of a Greenhouse - No. 28 Secondary
School - Romania

Students from elementary school, from the youngest to
the oldest, have been involved with the utmost
seriousness in the production of seedlings for the
future greenhouse. Thus, in special seedling trays, they
sowed: cucumbers, tomatoes, beans, radishes, and
lettuce, respecting the conditions for obtaining
vigorous seedlings: using fertilised soil, planting the
seeds at a depth of 2 cm, exposing them to a light
source, and watering them periodically. They followed
the evolution day by day with the utmost attention and
even managed to make notes about the type of plant
that emerged first. To ensure that they will obtain a
bio-culture, the children also took care of the
production of compost, which will be used as fertiliser
as soon as it transforms the nutrients.

The team from the primary school “United
Nations” focused on SDG4 “Quality
education”. 5 teachers and 80 students from
first to eighth grade, 8 stakeholders and very
active participation of parents. In the first
phase of the project, they have defined
certain pedagogical situations (pupils
described them in the surveys at the
beginning of the project) and then they have
dramatised them combining the SIE method
with Forum theatre method where pupils try
out different roles - “stepping into other
people’s shoes”. They have dealt with various
situations from everyday life that include
“problematic” behaviours and their
corrections regarding the environment and
its protection. The key point was the
relationship between teachers and their
responsibilities and students and their
responsibilities, i.e., how to better understand
each other and work better together. The
project envisioned replacing the role of
students and teachers.
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SCHOOLS’ ACTIONS
Vazmići – A Garden for all children – Vazmoslav
Gržalja Primary School - Croatia

SCHOOLS’ ACTIONS
Eco park – Vladimir Nazor Primary School  - Croatia

A team of students aged 7 to 10
wanted to restore the school park
in their town of Pazin to have a
new green communal space. The
school’s eco group joined forces
with a primary education class for
a cleanup action in the school
park and brainstormed ideas on
how they could further improve
the facilities. It was decided to
upcycle some of the waste they
cleaned up in order to make new
playground equipment, such as
reusing old car tyres to make
plant holders and seats for kids.

SCHOOLS’ ACTIONS
SIE in Nations for All Generations – Try walking in my
shoes! - United Nations Primary School - Serbia

Once all these stages have been
completed, the seedlings will be planted in
the greenhouse specially built in Foltești.
Not only have they prepared the compost
bin, but they have also tried to build a
compost device using recyclable materials.
Although it is a "prototype", they will try to
transform the "machine" into a functional
one.

There were also a lot of simulations of
problems from teaching practice, the so-
called. pedagogical situations, where certain
problems from everyday school life and their
solutions were demonstrated. The students
took part in the dramatisation, and tried out
all the roles by rotating. The project
contributed to a better understanding of the
responsibilities, obligations and roles of
teachers and students. About 89 percent of
the students declared at the end of the
project that "the vocation of a teacher is
extremely complex and responsible, and they
expressed greater appreciation and respect
for teachers." Also, the project contributed to
the formation of an active group of students
who want to continue with the
implementation of SIE projects in the school.
The project was realized within the class of
the class community, and the team for cross-
curricular competences and
entrepreneurship.

SCHOOLS’ ACTIONS
Safe food for the animals – Pavle Popović Primary
School  - Serbia

As part of a professional meeting for educators organized by the Association of
Teachers of Belgrade, which dealt with positive examples of environmental protection,
the student project "Safe food for animals" was presented, implemented in the
elementary school "Pavle Popović from Vranić" after the teachers of this school attended
an accredited seminar "Education for Social Innovation - Application of Marathon
Design in Solving Environmental and Social Challenges". The project focused on SDG13-
Climate Action and dealt with the lack of food for animals during winter. The students
were first introduced to the goals of sustainable development, then noticed a problem
that they further investigated and at the end of the implementation of the prototype of
their solution, they organized a tree planting action in the school yard as if to draw
attention to the importance of continuous environmental activities of students.

SCHOOLS’ ACTIONS
Creation and Exploitation of a Botanical Garden -
The Grammar Junior School Nicosia - Cyprus

Year 4 students of The Grammar Junior
School in Nicosia are working on SDG 15 –
Life on land and their project involves the
creation of a botanical garden. The
children’s idea is to create a green oasis in
their school, learn more about the
environment by caring for their plants,
harvest them, create their own beverages,
and share them with the school community.
The project was completed in the most
colourful and fun way! The children along
with their class teachers organised a fair
where they gathered books, toys, and board
games they had at home to give them a new
life and to gather funds for their project. All
money gathered from the fair was used to
buy plants and materials to create a green
area in the schoolyard. Towards the end of
the school year, a final event was organised
and all our social innovators along with their
parents planted the plants they had
purchased and decorated the new green
area of their school.

SCHOOLS’ ACTIONS
“Make my day!” Integration of Students with Migration
Background - Palouriotissa Lyceum - Cyprus
A heart-warming social innovative project from Year 10 students of Palouriotissa
Lyceum in Cyprus. Working towards  SDGs 10 - Reduce Inequalities, 4 - Quality
Education, and 16 - Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions, the students decided to  
reconstruct the school lobby and create a welcoming space to gather, read,
socialise, play board games, and have lunch. The aim of this project was to
contribute towards the social and linguistic integration of their classmates with
migration and refugee background (given that the school is a DRASE school - a huge
proportion of the student population has migration background). After fundraising
actions, collection of all necessary items, and refurbishing of the area, they
established the “Make my day” action, and gathered every Wednesday with their
classmates to have lunch, discuss, and play. The impact this action had in the school
community was quite significant. The students not only created a warm and
welcoming space in the school premises, but also supported the socialisation and,
most importantly, the linguistic skills’ improvement of their peers struggling to
practise Greek.

CSS-EU - International Policy Conference in Cyprus -
Friday, 20th October 2023

On Friday, October 20th, 2023, the whole CSS-EU international team gathered in
Nicosia to attend our project's International Policy Conference "Scaling up an
impactful Social Innovation Education model in schools around Europe", hosted by
Center for Social Innovation - CSI with the support of Cyprus Pedagogical Institute.
We were delighted to be amongst academics, policy makers, teachers, and experts in
educational matters, to discuss and learn more about Social Innovation Education
and ways the national educational systems can be improved to offer our children
quality education! 

A wide range of actors representing academic and educational institutions and
learning providers, public authorities, and civil society organisations in the field of
Education from Cyprus, the UK, Greece, Romania, Croatia, and Serbia shared their
expertise with us and discussed the Social Innovation Education pedagogical
model’s implementation. CSS-EU country ambassadors and teachers implementing
the project in Cyprus, Romania, Serbia, and Croatia were also there presenting
schools’ actions and sharing best practices from their CSS experience!

Insight shared by our experts during the Pedagogy and Policy making discussion
panels will be incorporated to our Policy Recommendations report scheduled to be
issued in December 2023!

https://www.facebook.com/CSI.CYPRUS?__cft__[0]=AZXmomsU4sBhWD-_jel7z6qEVwCykEcjn0MryYr8FkT-r4oJwKTGXXG-UjGPNG2C-oK-bwdpBh-vcwQIWR0KJbylATVxZNnHCnU5F19pcQIGnQlCmYixHq2VpcQDgnsgCTmGBsVlx5pskZXPUf04TuEsZVilvPf4wF5720WIrEQTnVvF33DzTM5Z1_ezr5iyRLA&__tn__=-]K-R

