CSS-EU

CHANGE SHAPING
SCHOOLS

Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the Eurcpean Union

CSS-EU - ChangeShaping Schools: Scaling up an impactful Social Innovation Education model in schools
around Europe is an Erasmus+ project that runs for three years, from January 2021 to January 2024.

The CSS - ChangeShaping Schools project, through the diffusion of "Social Innovation Education” model, aims
to introduce a collective and collaborative learning process for the empowerment and socio-political activation
of students to drive positive social change. The project overall seeks to promote common values and foster
inclusive education, cultivate social and civic competences in schools around Europe, and enhance and
support teachers’ professional development contributing further to an improved education.

Schools Actions: Serbia
We present the project "Try to walk in my shoesl!

The team from Elementary School "United Nations” focused on the goal of sustainable
development "Quality Education”. The participants of the project were teachers and
students from the first to the eighth grade with very active participation of parents. In the
first phase of the project, they defined certain pedagogical situations (students described
them in surveys at the beginning of the project), and then they dramatized the combination
of the SIE method with the Forum Theater method, where students try out different roles -
“stepping into other people’'s shoes". They dealt with various situations from everyday life
involving "problematic” behaviors and their corrections in relation to the environment and
its protection. The focus was primarily on the relationship between teachers and their
obligations and students and their obligations, that is, how to better understand each other
and work better together. At the end of the project, about 89 percent of the students
declared that "the teacher's vocation is extremely complex and responsible, and they
expressed greater appreciation and respect for the teachers and the school.” Also, the
project contributed to the formation of an active group of students who want to continue
implementing SIE projects at school. The project was realized within the class of the
department community, and the team for cross-curricular competences and
entrepreneurship. A big thank you to all the teachers and students who were part of this
project!

Final event with school film presentation in primary school Ujedinjene Nacije

In the elementary school "United Nations”, a film, student presentations and a
discussion were presented as part of the presentation of the "ODI in Nations for all
generations” project, which was realized as part of the Change Shaping Schools
project. We congratulate all the students, teachers, parents, as well as the coordinator
of this project, the teacher of Techniques and Technology Biljana Gradojevic¢ and her
team of great teachers who implemented this project in the previous period.

Final event with school film presentation in primary school Ujedinjene Nacije

In the elementary school "United Nations”, a film, student presentations and a discussion were presented as part of the
presentation of the "ODI in Nations for all generations” project, which was realized as part of the Change Shaping Schools project.
We congratulate all the students, teachers, parents, as well as the coordinator of this project, the teacher of Techniques and
Technology Biljana Gradojevic and her team of great teachers who implemented this project in the previous period.

KidHub Cafe - Community is what we create together

On Saturday, December 2, the third consecutive KidHub cafe "Community is what we create together” was held, where students,
teachers, parents and experts who were part of the co-creative laboratory within the Erasmus+ project "ChangeShapingSchools”
presented themselves. The students also presented several projects from Elementary School United Nations, Elementary School
First Kragujevac High School, Elementary School Svetozar Markovi¢ from Vranje, which solved environmental and social
challenges in the community in an innovative way.

Schools Actions: Cyprus
Kykkos B' Lyceum - Nicosia Cyprus

Another SIE project from Cyprus has come to its completion in December 2023. Year 10 students from Kykkos B’ Lyceum in Nicosia
have been working for almost a year on SDGs 4, 11, and 12 to organise the creation and installation of lockers for the school’s whole
student population. The unique element of this project has been the conscious choice to recycle the school library’s old wooden
shelves and transform them into lockers. To achieve their purpose, the students have been organising fundraising events in and out
of school. They started in spring 2023 with bake sales at the school yard and during the summer of the same school year they started
approaching external stakeholders, managed to meet with the directors of two shopping malls in Nicosia, and started a collaboration.
In July 2023, the students were granted a shopping mall’s open air cinema venue to host their own film screening and gather funds
from the ticket sale. In September 2023, they organised another bake sale at the second shopping mall they collaborated with and
gathered more funds. Their most successful event was the film screening; therefore, it was decided to repeat it this autumn. In the
framework of the European Day of Languages, the students along with their language and arts teachers organised a two-day French
film festival in the school premises open to the public. All the actions have been completed and the upcycled lockers are currently
being fabricated by a group of carpenters.
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Testimonials

From this experience, we learned to stay united
because we all worked side by side, to give, and to be
empathetic! And last but not least, we discovered skills
we didn't know we had. It was an experience | would
repeat because | loved being part of this project!
(student, Romania)

| am very happy that my child participated in this project. | really
liked that my child was involved in relevant activities for the worlc
we live in. The entire project experience contributed to my son's
personal development, as well as our entire family. My son is now
more attentive to the needs of the community, learned how to
collaborate and became more independent. We are really happy
that we were part of this project. Thank you for the opportunity!
(parent, Romania)

Our project not only tackled pressing issues related to health and
nutrition but also instilled in our students a sense of responsibility
towards sustainable development goals. Through collaboration with
stakeholders, expert guidance, and creative initiatives, we made a
positive impact on our school community and beyond. Our journey is a
testament to the power of active citizenship and the potential for
change when we work together towards a common goal.

(Tijana Jasni¢ Gordi¢, biology teacher from Serbia)

All the activities we did were small reminders to
students that even small steps can contribute to
creating a nicer environment for us all.

(teacher, Croatia)

The results of both the NEMESIS and CSS-EU projects demonstrate how
important SIE and Entrepreneurship Education are, even in the early
stages of schooling. The scope of entrepreneurship education is not to
make students business people, but rather to cultivate innovative
individuals who find solutions to problems.

(Professor Katerina Sarri, University of Macedonia, Thessaloniki)

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Drawing from the piloting experiences, feedback from teachers and informed opinion of education experts and policy makers, we
defined priority areas susceptible to policy changes that would ensure further scaling and successful integration of SIE in schools
across Europe, as well as support inclusion in the education process and promotion of common values. The priority areas include
raising public awareness of SIE, curriculum integration and scaling potential, teacher education and support, and community
engagement. The report will be available in English on the CSS-EU website and is supplemented with a set of infographics outlining
policy gaps and recommendations in national contexts. With this comprehensive report, we wish to emphasise the potential for
transformative change through a well-planned, collaborative effort involving all stakeholders.
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The European Commission’s support for the production of this publication does not constitute an
endorsement of the contents, which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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