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CSS-EU - ChangeShaping Schools: Scaling up an impactful Social Innovation Education
model in schools around Europe is an Erasmus+ project that runs for three years, from
January 2021 to January 2024.

The CSS - ChangeShaping Schools project, through the diffusion of "Social Innovation
Education” model, aims to introduce a collective and collaborative learning process for
the empowerment and socio-political activation of students to drive positive social
change. The project overall seeks to promote common values and foster inclusive education,
cultivate social and civic competences in schools around Europe, and enhance and
support teachers' professional development contributing further to an improved education.

OVERVIEW \¢

Spring 2022 was an exciting time for the ChangeShaping Schools project as we
continued with the Masterclass series with two exciting instalments showing Social
Innovation Education in action. Masterclass 2 focused on a school in Spain that is well
established in Social Innovation Education. Masterclass 3 introduced schools new to
this type of education, in two of our target countries - Romania and Serbia.

MASTERCLASS 2

MASTERCLASS 3

Masterclass 3 heralded the beginning of sharing the new projects that have already come
about as part of ChangeShaping Schools and project partners were very impressed with
the projects shared! From Romania, we had the pleasure of hearing from Anaq, a student
from Scoala Gimnaziala No.1 Lehliu-Gara, in Calarisi, and Nina, a teacher from the same
school.

“The Environmental Minute”

Ana beautifully presented her project called

‘The Environmental Minute’ which involves 22 students
and five teachers. It began in March and progressed
through the five stages of co-creation so students and
staff got to know each other and discovered the base
elements of social innovation, then they investigated
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the
importance of social innovation in addressing them.
They decided to address goals 11 [sustainable commu-
nities and cities] and 13 [climate action]. They made an
informative panel for the students in their school to
update them on project activities. They identified sev-
eral issues related to environmental protection both in
their school and their community and decided to
transform their ideas into practice - they did this
through making information videos called ‘the environ-
mental minute’ which address several topics all with
the aim of being eco-friendly to nature. E.g. how to Students involved in ‘An
reduce energy consumption, how to reduce plastic Environmental Minute!
consumption, how to reduce food waste and why it is

important to recycle aluminium cans. Ana said it's

going well and she was learning a lot about the

environment and how to reflect on helping it and

moving the project forward.

“Open Hearts" and "Aldturi de orasul meu”/
"We are supporting our city"

Nina is from Scoala Gimnaziala No.28 in Galati. Her ChangeShaping Schools project
involves 224 students of which 166 primary school students and 78 are gymnasium
(secondary) students with 14 teachers. Other identified participants are parents, former
students who help with the activities as the school promotes tutoring and collaborative
learning, representatives of local NGOs involved in environmental issues, social issues and
an international organization - JRS International - that supports refugees. There are also
other educational institutions - the University of Galati, which promotes this new method
of educating future teachers, and the County School Inspectorate to promote the project,
results and innovative activities.

Some of the Co-creation activities are
getting to know each other ‘funny
drawing, considering the sustainable
development goals through painting
their vision of the world in 2030, going
on an empathetic walk to identify
some social issues in their local area
and summarising this through drawing
pictures of what they would prefer to
see. While they identified many
problems, they decided to focus

on supporting refugees.

Visualising a better 2030.

Two teachers from Serbia presented the
incredible projects they've begun...

Dr Nenad Miladinovi¢, an English teacher from the
Third Battalion of Kragujevac, presented the social
innovation project which involves 20 students and 5
teachers. First, they considered the SDGs and then
they used the traffic light activity to identify

a local sustainability issue. This surfaced that the
eutrophication of Bubanj lake - a heart-shaped lake in
the city of Kragujevac - was the most important issue
for students because the excess of minerals and
nutrients kills fish and other lake-dwelling life.

Students wanted to deal with the problem of polluted
water and ways of purifying water in a sustainable way
but how to do this?

Laoke Bubanj

Research Lake Bubanj (chemical composition of water, species of animals and
plants that live there) in cooperation with the research associates of the Faculty of
Science, Institute of Biology and Ecology.

Form an Aqua Corner in the school hall with a system for water purification
with plants and drainage gravel that could be applied on the lake as well as making
a school self-sustaining aquarium.

Fish spawning and trade/exchange with local aquarists or at exhibition sales
(entrepreneurial competencies).

The project envisages the improvement of students’ entrepreneurial competencies
through the school fair of aquarists, and then the involvement of other students of the
school and the local community through various activist events. With the support of a
five-member mentor team of teachers, cooperation was established with the academic
community - specifically the Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, University of
Kragujevac, Public Auarium in Kragujevac and local associations dealing with water
protection and sustainable development EkoMar and EkoMatoTeka.

The project envisages the improvement of students’ entrepreneurial competencies through
the school fair of aquarists, and then the involvement of other students of the school and
the local community through various activist events. With the support of a five-member
mentor team of teachers, cooperation was established with the academic community -
specifically the Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, University of Kragujevac, Public
Aquarium in Kragujevac and local associations dealing with water protection and
sustainable development EkoMar and EkoMatoTeka.

All four projects show the variety of social and sustainability issues across different regions
of Romania and Serbia and the different ways in which students choose to address them.
We're very excited to see how these 4 incredible projects progress!

Join us for Masterclass 4 in the autumn to hear about social innovation projects happening
in Croatia and Cyprus.

The team of CSS-EU finally had the opportunity
to meet with each other face-to-face aofter 18
months of working together. The third
transnational project meeting gave partners

June 23 & 24’ 2022 the opportunity to present the first results from
the implementation of Social Innovation
Education. Schools have already started to
work on environmental and social projects,
while in Serbia the CSS-EU/ Social Innovation
Education methodology has been submitted
for inclusion in the national curriculum. In the
following months, more training opportunities
for teachers and more social innovation
projects in the schools will be organised in
Serbia, Romaniaq, Cyprus and Croatia.

Stay tuned!
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